
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MEETING OF THE CULTURE AND NEIGHBOURHOODS SCRUTINY 
COMMISSION 
 
DATE: THURSDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 2025  
TIME: 5:30 pm 
PLACE: Meeting Room G.01, Ground Floor, City Hall, 115 Charles 

Street, Leicester, LE1 1FZ 
 
 
 
Members of the Committee 
 
Councillor Zaman (Chair) 
Councillor Halford (Vice-Chair) 
 
Councillors Dr Barton, Cassidy, Chauhan, Dave, Haq and Waddington 
 
 
Members of the Committee are invited to attend the above meeting to consider 
the items of business listed overleaf. 

 
For Monitoring Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer contacts: 
  

Julie Bryant and Ed Brown (Governance Services) 
E-mail: Governance@leicester.gov.uk 

Leicester City Council, City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester, LE1 1FZ 

 



 

Information for members of the public 
 
Attending meetings and access to information 
 
You have the right to attend formal meetings such as full Council, committee meetings, City Mayor & 
Executive Public Briefing and Scrutiny Commissions and see copies of agendas and minutes. On 
occasion however, meetings may, for reasons set out in law, need to consider some items in private.  
 
Dates of meetings and copies of public agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
at www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk, from the Council’s Customer Service Centre or by contacting us 
using the details below.  
 
Making meetings accessible to all 
 
Wheelchair access – Public meeting rooms at the City Hall are accessible to wheelchair users.  
Wheelchair access to City Hall is from the middle entrance door on Charles Street - press the plate on 
the right hand side of the door to open the door automatically. 
 
Braille/audio tape/translation - If you require this please contact the Governance Services Officer 
(production times will depend upon equipment/facility availability). 
 
Induction loops - There are induction loop facilities in City Hall meeting rooms.  Please speak to the 
Governance Services Officer using the details below. 
 
Filming and Recording the Meeting - The Council is committed to transparency and supports efforts to 
record and share reports of proceedings of public meetings through a variety of means, including 
social media. In accordance with government regulations and the Council’s policy, persons and press 
attending any meeting of the Council open to the public (except Licensing Sub Committees and where 
the public have been formally excluded) are allowed to record and/or report all or part of that meeting.  
Details of the Council’s policy are available at www.leicester.gov.uk or from Governance Services. 
 
If you intend to film or make an audio recording of a meeting you are asked to notify the relevant 
Governance Services Officer in advance of the meeting to ensure that participants can be notified in 
advance and consideration given to practicalities such as allocating appropriate space in the public 
gallery etc.. 
 
The aim of the Regulations and of the Council’s policy is to encourage public interest and 
engagement so in recording or reporting on proceedings members of the public are asked: 
✓ to respect the right of others to view and hear debates without interruption; 
✓ to ensure that the sound on any device is fully muted and intrusive lighting avoided; 
✓ where filming, to only focus on those people actively participating in the meeting; 
✓ where filming, to (via the Chair of the meeting) ensure that those present are aware that they 

may be filmed and respect any requests to not be filmed. 
 
Further information  
 
If you have any queries about any of the above or the business to be discussed, please contact: 
Julie Bryant or Ed Brown, Governance Services on Julie.bryant@leicester.gov.uk or 
Edmund.brown@leicester.gov.uk.  Alternatively, email governance@leicester.gov.uk, or call in at 
City Hall. 
 
For Press Enquiries - please phone the Communications Unit on 0116 454 4151. 
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PUBLIC SESSION 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
 

FIRE / EMERGENCY EVACUATION 
 
If the emergency alarm sounds, you must evacuate the building immediately by the 
nearest available fire exit and proceed to the area outside the Ramada Encore Hotel 
on Charles Street as directed by Democratic Services staff. Further instructions will 
then be given. 

 
 

  
1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

 

 To issue a welcome to those present, and to confirm if there are any apologies 
for absence.  
  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

 

 Members will be asked to declare any interests they may have in the business 
to be discussed.  
  

3. QUESTIONS, REPRESENTATIONS AND 
STATEMENTS OF CASE  

 

 

 Bharti Mistry asks: 
 

1. We propose that the Council establish User Community Groups at 
Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre, Rushey Mead Recreation Centre, and 
the two libraries. These partnerships would help identify income-
generation opportunities for each centre and assess the evolving needs 
of the local communities and how best to meet them. 

2. We ask that the Council does not revisit the CAT (Community Asset 
Transfer) issue regarding Rushey Mead and Belgrave community 
centres and libraries. Instead, we urge the Council to commit to working 
in partnership with users, residents, and the wider communities of 
Rushey Mead and Belgrave. 

3. Does the Council have its own proposals to improve the financial 
sustainability of sites that remain Council-run, including any potential 
impact on staffing? For example, measures to reduce costs, improve 
efficiency, and increase usage of the centres and libraries? 

4. Aside from the CAT policy, has the Council considered any other models 
for operating neighbourhood services (community centres and libraries) 
across the city? 

5. Will the Council commit to reviewing the current arrangements and 



 

future direction for Belgrave and Rushey Mead? We seek assurance of 
strong frontline service delivery, improved outreach, and increased 
activity—particularly for diverse communities where English is not the 
first language, as well as for elderly residents, young people, disabled 
users, and those experiencing loneliness and isolation. 

6. Can we clarify what plans are in place for development at Rushey Mead 
library, including potential use of the capital budget? 

Mala Shah asks: 

1. How much capital does LCC have (please provide breakdown of how 
much allocated and how much is in reserve)? 

2. Please would the council & the Assistant City Mayor for Health, Culture, 
Libraries and Community Centres accept a thank you for the decision 
relating to neighbourhood services particularly for those in Rushey Mead 
& Belgrave; 
 
With the new changes now being proposed, how much saving is the 
council looking to make at  
A. Rushey Mead library 
B. Rushey Mead recreation centre  
C. Belgrave library  
D. Belgrave neighbourhood centre 

3. If the council is looking to make savings at Rushey Mead recreation 
centre, Rushey Mead library, Belgrave library and Belgrave 
neighbourhood centre, please do provide a breakdown of where the 
currents savings are coming from? 

 
Nizamuddin Patel asks: 
 

1. Following the consultation, it is noted that in Netherhall either the 
neighbourhood centre or the Armadale centre (pending survey) will be 
considered for CAT.  
 
Is there a reason why both buildings can't be considered for CAT? 
 
2. Can a timeframe be given as to how soon a condition survey can be 
completed and published of the Armadale Centre? 

  
  

4. ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT FOR 
LIBRARIES AND COMMUNITY CENTRES  

 

Appendix A 

 The Director of Neighbourhood and Environmental Services submits a report 
providing an update on the findings of the recent public consultation (April 2025 
– June 2025) and provide commission members with an update on the future 
recommended delivery model for Libraries and Community Centres.  
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